
Ken and Blaire Mossman’s interests were wide-ranging. One was a 

researcher and a scientist and the other a lover of languages whose 

career took her into editing scientific journals. It is fitting then, that 

their enduring legacy supports the College of Arts and Sciences, a 

college whose mission is as broad as the Mossmans’ love of learning.

They met one fall day in 1968 at UT’s chapter of the Hillel Foundation 

for Jewish Life. Blaire Volman was a sophomore French major. Ken was 

starting his master’s in radiation biology. A native of Windsor, Ontario, he 

had been drawn to UT’s Institute of Radiation Biology in part because of 

its relationship with Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

 Ken and Blaire were married in 1970. Ken earned his master’s degree 

that year and a doctorate in health physics and radiation biology in 1973. 

His dissertation examined statistical modeling of transplantation of bone 

marrow stem cells into lethally irradiated mice. Blaire graduated with 

her French degree in 1971 and maintained a love of foreign languages 

throughout her life. 

 An accomplished author and international expert on the effects of 

radiation exposure, Ken served on the faculty of Georgetown University 

and Arizona State University, where he was an assistant vice president 

for research, a professor of health physics, and director of ASU’s Office 
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“ The support from the 

Mossman family has added 

to the value of my education 

at UT by allowing me to 

experience and learn about 

other cultures in the world. 

This support has made an 

immense impact on my time 

here at UT and will further 

impact my career as I plan  

to attend medical school  

after graduation.”

—Mossman Scholar  

Sheev Zaver, who studied 

 in Rome and Florence, Italy 
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of Radiation Safety. In 2007, he was appointed administrative judge 

for the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, within the US Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission. In 2014, he was appointed by President 

Barack Obama to the US Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board. 

 Blaire served as managing editor of several scientific journals, 

including Pattern Recognition, Computers in Biology and Medicine, 

Computer Languages, and Computerized Medical Imaging and 

Graphics. She was founding managing editor of the latter two. Blaire 

also was part of the professional staff at the National Biomedical 

Research Foundation in Washington, D.C., which developed the first 

whole-body CT scanners. 

 Through planned gifts, the Mossmans—who passed away in 2011 

and 2014, respectively—created four endowments to support areas 

that were both nearest to their hearts and in which they could create 

meaningful opportunities for UT students. Today, their multiple 

legacies live on through their impact on students, faculty, and the 

surrounding community.

Make an endowed gift to UT and see students' aspirations 

soar. Get started by contacting the Office of Gift Planning at 

giftplanning@utk.edu or 865-974-2370 today. 
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The Mossmans’ gifts have 

funded four endowments  

at UT. 

The Mossman Scholars 

Endowment helps students 

travel internationally for 

language study by covering 

travel expenses, tuition,  

books, and other related 

educational expenses. 

The Ready for the World 

Program Endowment provides 

funding toward student 

foreign study to help them 

gain the international and 

intercultural knowledge they 

need to further their careers. 

The Kenneth and Blaire 

Mossman Professorship 

serves as a magnet to attract 

talented faculty and students. 

The Mossman Distinguished 

Lecture Series Endowment 

funds a distinguished scholar 

in any academic discipline  

to deliver a public lecture  

to the community at large  

and a scholarly or technical 

lecture to faculty and students 

in a department closely 

associated with the speaker’s 

academic discipline. 

“ During my Mossman Endowment-supported study abroad 

experience in Peru, I have become a more globally aware 

and flexible person. My experiences in Peru have positively 

challenged me to reevaluate my perspectives and opinions 

about the world. The interactions I have had with all different 

types of people, from those in rural communities to nationally 

recognized professors, have sharpened my critical-thinking 

abilities and expanded my knowledge of current local, 

regional, national, and international issues in Peru. In doing 

so, this experience has expanded my horizons by introducing 

me to new and challenging opportunities for academic 

research and work in the future.”

—Mossman Scholar Kasey Sumeriski,  

who studied abroad in Cuzco, Peru
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FIND THE RIGHT GIVING  
OPTION FOR YOU

Learn more about how you can meet your charitable goals with our 

FREE guides: 11 Ways to Make a Meaningful Difference suggests 

gifts that you could use to support UT’s mission—many of which 

you may not have considered before, and Create a Lasting Tribute 
for Someone You Love or Admire covers three ways you can honor 

a loved one by making a gift to UT in their name. Just fill out and 

return the enclosed survey for your copies today.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

You can establish two basic types of scholarships:

■		  Annual scholarship. This award provides the 

student with funds that are completely disbursed 

or liquidated in a single academic year. The 

scholarship may also be renewed with ongoing 

commitments from you.

■		  Endowed scholarship. An endowment is funded 

first, and then the income it earns is used to 

provide students with funds. The principal 

remains untouched so the endowment lasts 

forever. Read more on endowments on the  

back page.

Scholarship gifts are very flexible. You can  

choose the assets to donate, the guidelines used 

to select the recipients, the scholarship name, and 

much more.

What It Takes to Attract the  
Best and Brightest to UT
Scholarships Pave the Way for Future Vols in Need

Nothing we do to continue improving the quality of a UT education will matter if students and 

families can’t afford the opportunities we offer. Every year, talented, dedicated students are unable 

to complete their education due to financial limitations. With the help of alumni and friends like you, 

we can ensure that our opportunities remain accessible for students whose means may be limited but 

whose ability and ambition are limitless. 

We would be happy to help you explore 

your options by identifying the scholarship 

program and method of giving that’s right 

for you. Please contact the Office of Gift 

Planning to start this important conversation.
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Your Gift Can  
Last Forever

Have you ever considered establishing an endowment? It’s a 

powerful way to make a gift to UT that continues indefinitely, while 

also realizing tax benefits for your kindness. If you can’t give up 

assets today, consider making the gift in your will, specifying that 

your gift be used to fund an endowment.

HOW AN ENDOWMENT WORKS

You give cash, securities, or other assets to an endowment fund you 

create. Another option is to contribute to our already established 

endowment.  

EXAMPLE

Let’s say you would like to make sure UT receives $1,125 every year 

after your lifetime. If we spend 4.5 percent of our endowment each 

year and your donation of $25,000 would continue your $1,125 annual 

gift indefinitely.

 To calculate other potential scenarios, simply divide the amount you 

would like UT to receive each year by 4.5 percent. This will give you the 

amount you would need to donate to extend your annual gift forever.

	

Ensure Your Support Never Stops

Your endowment can finance a particular project, sustain 

a continuing program, or provide for UT’s current most 

crucial needs. 

Did you know? 


